
School Experience 

Students will spend time in partner schools gaining practical experience in the classroom and developing their 

teaching competence. The amount of time spent in schools will increase as students’ progress through the 

programme, and includes a mix of training sessions and extended school experience.  

  

Year 1  3 days a week (Mon - Wed) 

for 5 weeks in Term 1  

3 weeks in Term 3  

Year 2  6 weeks in Term 2 or 3* 2 weeks Special Interest Placement in Term 3  

Year 3  10 weeks in Term 2 

*(Please note that the exact timing of school experiences may change due to the position of Easter)  

The placements will be in either: 

 Nursery, Reception and Key Stage One school experiences for those specialising in the 3-7 age range 

(Advanced Study of Early Years)  

 Key Stage One and Key Stage Two experiences for those specialising in the 5-11 age range 

(Citizenship, English, ICT, Maths, Modern Languages, Science) 

All school experiences are located within our partnership schools. This includes schools in West Sussex , 

Portsmouth , Southampton, Hampshire, Isle of Wight , Surrey and some in East Sussex. We try to ensure 

students will gain teaching experience across a range of urban, rural and semi-rural settings.  

What happens in school? 

 Students are placed in a class and supported by a mentor, a senior teacher or class teacher in the 

school; 

 Students are required to teach groups of pupils on the first school experience then progress to 

teaching whole class sessions by the end of Year 1. 

 The student’s teaching load increases each year as they progress to teach the breadth of the primary 

curriculum and take greater responsibility for the class in Year 3.  

Special Interest Placement  

The two-week special interest placement provides experience of teaching in another educational setting. In 

recent years these have included working in special schools or specialist units attached to a mainstream school 

e.g a hearing impaired unit. Some students have opted to work in education outside of schools, for example in 

outdoor education centres or museums. Others have observed and assisted education advisors in areas such 

as child protection services or a bilingual learners' support service or the travellers support service. 

 


